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Pictured left to right are Founder and President of  Defend H2O Kevin McAllister, Supervisor Romaine, Councilman
Dan Panico, Long Island Pine Barrens Society Executive Director Richard Amper and Deputy Town Attorney Beth

Reilly.

Farmingville, NY - Supervisor Ed Romaine was  joined by Town offic ials  and environmental leaders  to present details  of
a  proposed  amendment  to  C hapter  78  of the  Town  C ode. The  amendment, co-sponsored  by  the  Supervisor  and
C ounc ilwoman  C onnie  Kepert,  es tablishes  s tric ter  discharge  requirements  for  new  intermediate  flow  s anitary
sys tems  and sewage treatment fac ilities , as  well  as  upgrades  to exis ting sys tems  and fac ilities , located within the
100-year groundwater  contributing  area  of the  C armans  River. The  amendment  was  unanimous ly  adopted  by  the
Town Board during a public  hearing held at the January 29  Town Board meeting.

The new s tandard, des igned to protec t the ecological integrity of the river, is  necessary because the s tandard in use
by  the  Suffolk  C ounty  Department  of Health  Services  is  generally  intended  to  protec t  human  health, but  is  not
suffic ient to protec t ecological health. The law applies  to all properties  with exis ting or future Intermediate

Sanitary Flow of was te water between 1 ,000  and 30,000  gallons  per day. Based on a review of the sc ientific  literature
and the bes t available technology (BA T), a s tandard of 3  parts -per-million (ppm) over a twelve month rolling average
in the effluent of medium flow sewage treatment plants  has  been identified as  the bes t poss ible way to ensure the long
term protec tion of water quality  in the  C armans  River Watershed. The  new law indicates  that  at  no  point  shall  the
monthly average exceed 5  ppm.

Supervisor Romaine  said, "Exis ting s tate  and county  s tandards  allowing sewage  treatment plants  to  discharge  10
parts  per million of nitrogen are not protec tive of the C armans  River ecosys tem. O ur new, s tringent s tandard would
offer greater protec tion, and result in the long-term conservation of the river and its  water quality  for the benefit of
current and future generations ."

"The  s tric ter discharge  s tandards  outlined  within  this  code  amendment  for the  100-year contributing  area  of the
C armans  River will  serve  to  protec t  the  ecological  health of the  river by  reduc ing nitrogen loading into  the  water,"
said C ounc ilwoman C onnie Kepert. "I  commend the Supervisor and the entire Town Board for continuing to support
the  implementation  of the  2013  C armans  River C onservation  and  Management  P lan  in  an  effort  to  preserve  this



prec ious  natural resource for generations  to come."

C ounc ilman Dan P anico  said, "Living on an is land, one  of our most
vital resources  is  our water - both groundwater and surface water. For
far too long we have seen them degrade and today we are announc ing
yet another s tep to reverse this  trend. I  commend the Supervisor and
entire Town Board for leading by example."

Richard A mper, Long Is land P ine Barrens  Soc iety Executive Direc tor
said, "The current county sewage discharge s tandard is  undermining
drinking  and  surface  water  quality  Is land-wide.  Brookhaven's
legis lation  to  toughen  the  sewage  discharge  s tandard  is  welcome
news. O ther governments  should follow suit."

Kevin McA llis ter, Founder and P res ident  of Defend H2O  said, "The
new sewage  discharge  s tandard  enac ted  by  Brookhaven  Town  is
groundbreaking legis lation. I t's  the firs t time nitrogen discharges  will
be  res tric ted  for  the  purpose  of protec ting  the  ecological  health  of
surface waters . I 'm confident this  law will  be the catalys t for s imilar
legis lative ac tions  throughout our region. "

Us ing  a  sc ience-based  approach,  a  goal  for  preventing  further
degradation and the  res toration of the  C armans  River water quality
were identified in the C armans  River C onservation and Management
P lan. The plan, passed unanimous ly by the Town Board in O c tober of
2013,  called  for  a  new sc ience-based  s tandard  for  effluent  from
medium flow sewage  treatment  plants . The  s tandard  is  intended  to
protec t  the  river's  ecosys tem from the  harmful  effec ts  of too  much

nitrogen inc luding harmful  algae growth, the proliferation of non-native aquatic  plants , low dissolved oxygen levels ,
and other ecosys tem changes  caused by an excess  of nitrogen.

The C armans  River C onservation and Management P lan contains  19  categories  of recommendations  to preserve and
protec t the C armans  River. I t guides  land use in the watershed for many years  to come and serves  as  a model for
environmental preservation. This  plan expands  the core area of the C entral P ine Barrens  region by over 1 ,600  ac res
and, for the firs t time in his tory, expands  the compatible growth region as  well. I t promotes  open space acquis itions;
recommends  landmark  nitrate  and sanitary  s tandards; and recommends  a series  of up-zonings  to truly  protec t the
watershed. To see a copy the plan, go to www.brookhaven.org.
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